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20 February 1866

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, routine matters were dealt with. The meetings continue with Elder Clapper, the
Methodist revivalist, although there was an attempt to "have a half-hour under Dutch leadership"
but that did not work out.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 257.

Page 257
Consistory Meeting of February 20, 1866
Absent: Brothers Broek, Naber, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte,
chairman.
ARTICLE 2 — Present at the meeting were Harm Gijsbert van den Berg, requesting
membership in the church; also for his wife, Jennetje van den Berg, nee van der Haar;
also Jan Bolhuis and Sietske van der Wal, made the same request. All were admitted.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes were read and approved, with a correction in Article 7,
erasing line 4-1/2, and replacing it with "by having more Dutch."
ARTICLE 4 — The committee (see Article 4 of the previous minutes) reports that L.
Schaddelee and wife, L. Sprietsma and wife, and Mrs. Boezel have been reunited in
fellowship with the congregation. J. van Dijk and Schaap have not yet been visited.
ARTICLE 5 — The committee (see Article 7) reports that, although there were differing
points of view, a decision had been made to have a half-hour under Dutch leadership, and
that the meeting would then continue under the direction of others. This did not work out
well, and several unpleasant incidents had occurred. Things have now come to the point
that the meeting continues in the previous way under the leadership of Mr. Klipper(1
ARTICLE 6 — Transfers granted to Marinus van Duuren and wife to Zeeland.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided that at the following meeting there will be a discussion
concerning the administration of baptism.
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided to meet again eight days from today.
The meeting was closed by Brother Keppel.

G. Wakker, clerk

